
 

Case Study 2010. Hungary 

 

Validation of Non-formal and Informal Learning in Formal Second Chance 

Education 

The Study of the Validation Procedure in the Primary School for Adults in Pécs  

 

 

The context 

 

In which sector is it 

taking place? 

 

 

In which organisation 

is it taking place?  

 

 

 

Second chance education, formal adult education 

 

 

In Hungary completing basic education takes 8 years. For early school 

leavers the school system offers special institutions where  a certificate 

may be obtained after school age. 

In the 90s most of the primary schools for adults closed down in 

Hungary, and in recent years only 2-3,000 adult students attended second 

chance basic education per year. The reasons are financial difficulties, lack 

of demand for this type of education in the target groups, the problems of 

access (schools are located in major cities, often at considerable distances 

from students), and the fact that primary school qualification has no value 

in the labour market. 

  

  The number of early school leavers was still high in the last decade, 

so from 2006 there is a special type of schooling in Hungary called the 

“supplementary adult school”. This institution offers two types of 

education: a ten-month long programme (1 schoolyear) for young adults 

who have completed at least the first 7 years of primary school, and a 20-

month long programme (2 schoolyears) for those who have completed 

less. These adults’ primary schools work with personal development plans, 

special teaching methods, and they teach in small groups. After finishing 



primary school, the students continue the learning process in vocational 

training.  

 

 

The VNFL-IFL 

candidate  

 

Who is he? 

 

What is his story? 

 

 

The candidate is a 19 year-old man, István Katona. 

 

István has completed only 5 years of primary school. He would like to 

enrol to the special supplementary programme in the primary school for 

adults in Pécs to get a basic qualification and a profession. He wants to be a 

welder. The schoolyear starts in September. 

 

 

 

The school 

 

The process  

First the school assesses the students’ previous qualifications. (The 



extant school certificate usually does not mirror the students’ level of 

knowledge. In adult education it is important to group students according 

to their previous qualifications.) István has to fill in worksheets, one for 

each subject: mathematics, literacy (grammar, spelling and reading), 

history, biology, geography, and physics. If the student’s results are over 

80% in each subject, he fills in the worksheets of the higher classes as well. 

István’s knowledge has reached 85% of the 7th form curriculum, so he can 

continue his studies in the shorter program (10 months long) of the 

supplementary school, even if he has completed only 5 and not 7 years of 

primary education.  

 

 

 

During the break between two tests 

 

 

 

In the new class 

 

The adult students in this special supplementary programme have a 



Personal Developmental Sheet (appendix 1.) It is continuously updated 

during the student’s time at school. It contains general information about 

the student (her/his previous studies, information about his/her family, 

health, learning difficulties), the development of his/her self-awareness, 

learning techniques, sociability, behaviour, communication skills and 

career plans. The second part of the sheet records and streams the 

student’s academic results. 



 

Analytical comments 

 

 

The VNFIFL is very infrequently applied in the Hungarian 

school system which accepts only certificates acquired through 

formal education.  

The supplementary programmes in adult basic education 

are flexible and adapt to the needs of students (hence the 

possibility of skipping a schoolyear, for example). 

However, in other institutions of formal second chance 

education (eg. part-time education) VFLIFL is not widely used or 

unified. Motivation for learning could, nevertheless be 

increased by reducing the time spent at school and by 

acknowledging prior knowledge. 

The method described above has been developed by the 

the Primary School for Adults in Pécs and is used solely by them 

and not by other institutions or programmes of primary adult 

education. 

 



 

Appendix 1. The Personal Development Sheet 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


