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Austria – Fachhochschule Burgenland 

Institution  Fachhochschule Burgenland – University of Applied Sciences 
Burgenland - Austria 

Study programs We offer a range of bachelor, master and PhD programmes. We also 
offer bridging programmes and further education courses. For 
information please refer to our homepage: www.fh-burgenland.at.  

Skills in German language German language skills are necessary for admission for most study 
programs.  

Study fees There are no study fees at the Fachhochschule Burgenland for the 
bachelor and master courses.  A fee may be applicable for other 
courses. Please refer to the particular course on our website. 

Interviewed Person Asylum seeker from Afghanistan 

http://www.fh-burgenland.at/
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Preparation 

 

On 16.7.2018 an asylum seeker (M.S., male) from Afghanistan was interviewed at the 

Fachhochschule Burgenland (P10) by Anne Kalaschek. 

 

M.S. is 28 years old and originally from Afghanistan. He has been in Austria since 2016. His 

application for asylum has been rejected once; he appealed and was interviewed a second 

time at the beginning of July and is waiting to hear the outcome. 

 

He originally comes from a village in the province of Laghman, about 200 km from Kabul. In 

2000, he was sent by his family to live with an uncle in Kabul to get a better education. He 

graduated from high school in 2009. For financial reasons it was not possible for him to go to 

university. He started working in the IT industry part-time and attended a college where he 

learned IT and English as well. He had learned English at school but stated that this was not 

enough to be able to use the language for work. 

 

After completing the course, he looked for a new job as he needed money. From 2010, he 

worked for NATO in Kabul translating from Pashto to English. However, people from his 

village began to criticise his work with the Americans, making it very dangerous for him and 

his family. He left this job and then worked for a transport company of NATO and was sent 

to Dubai for training for six months. Then he was moved to Kandahar and was a site 

manager for five NATO offices, mainly translating and supervising the offices. In 2013 he was 

once again warned about the danger of working with foreigners and decided to leave 

Afghanistan and finally arrived in Austria. 

 

 

Awareness 

 

He is keen to study IT but realises that his lack of German is a problem. He is currently 

learning German but is not yet good enough to follow a university course. 

 
  

Documentation and support 

 

He has his documents with him and seems to think that his Afghan high school diploma is 

sufficient to admit him to an Austrian university, although he has not actually started to 
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formally apply yet (because of his weak German). He is not familiar with the concept of 

validation; he assumes his high school diploma will be accepted here.  

 

Assessment 

 

He highlighted the fact that learning the local language is very important but difficult for 

migrants. He also mentioned the difficulties of living in a new culture, appreciating the safety 

of living in Austria, the importance of education and how the Austrian government takes 

care of its citizens. 

 

 

Impact 

 

The case study once again highlights the importance of learning the local language as quickly 

as possible. It also once again demonstrates that validation is not known amongst migrants 

in Austria. 

 

 

 


