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| — Preparation

The person interviewed is a Professor at the Central European University, Head of the Open
Learning Initiative. The interview took place on 5™ October 2017.

SPECIAL SECTION ONLY FOR VALIDATION PROFESSIONALS

VIII - Assessors profile and training needs

The person interviewed has been part of two programs which aim to enhance the access of
Roma people, refugees and migrants to higher education. The first was the Roma Access
Program which focussed on Roma minority in Hungary and then he was also appointed as
head of the Open Learning Initiative at the Central European University in 2016 which focus
on refugees and asylum seekers. The Open Learning Initiative is a university preparatory
program which accepts those as participants who possess refugee status. It is funded and
prepares candidates for access to higher education. Becoming an assessor was part of the
inquiries of his academic field. He was not specifically prepared for this, all his previous
knowledge and experiences guided him, instead. If so, he would be interested in being
trained in the field of validating prior learning of university student candidates, but he
cannot identify any specific needs. However, he is curious about what he might learn from a
training like that. For his work guidelines would be very supportive which serve with
guidance on special cases when for example the candidate cannot prove his/her previous
knowledge with documents, or when documents serve as proof of knowledge only for a part
of the requirements.

IX — Policy context

Central European University’s internal policy is very supportive in enabling an extended
decision making territory for the assessors. Although general national level policies are not
supportive toward immigrants from crisis-zone countries, there is no unified state-level
validation of prior learning system which would prohibit any special added validation
processes. So local level policies which help the access of refugees to the VPL process are
functioning. The main obstacle which connects CEU to the general higher education system
in Hungary is the lack of financial support of refugees and newcomers, that is, the lack of
scholarships.
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